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CENTRAL JUTELLIGEINCE ACEUCY
13 November 1951

SU3JICT: NIE=36/1: PROSPIECTS FOR T!E SURVIVAL OF A NOle
COrL.UNIST ReOIVE I BURMA

TI{E PROBLE!

To review the conclusions of MNIE.36,"Prospects for
Survival of a HoneCommunist :legime in Burma! dated 1 Aapust
1951, with reference to the tining of possible control over

part or all of 3urma by the Burnese Communists,

ESTINATE

1. In IIE-36 it was estimated that the Communists "will
probably be able within the next year or two to achieve de facte
control over a considerable area of northern Burma" and that if
covert Chine'se Cormunist aid to the Burmese Comrmmists continuet
"the Burmese Government is nct likely to survive in the long rur

unless it greatly increases its political and military strength.®
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2. I?.ecent_ renorts indicate thot both the political and
nilitary situation may be deteriorating more rapidly than had
been estimated in IIIE36. As anticipated the Chinese Communists
have contimued their support of the Burmese Comrmnists. In
addition there is evidence that the Burmese Communists are
making progress toward collaboration with the Karens thus ine
creasing the over-all capabilities of the insurgents, Further- |
more, the Thakin Mu Goverrment is becoming even more unstable
than indicated in ITE-36. The pro-Commnist 3urma Workers and
Peoples Party has become increasingly effective in unifying
left-wing opposition to the Burmese Govermment and in hampering °
the govermment's operation against the insurzents. The leftewing
Soclalist leader, Ba Swe, may exercise his increasing influence

to replace Thakin Nu with a pro-Communist Prime linister.

30 Vle therefore conclude that the Durmese Communists nay
achieve control of large areas of northern Burma within the next
six to elght months and that there is a possibility that the
Burmese Govermment may be re-laced by a pro-Communist regime
within the next few months,
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